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"A12 bottle case of
finest Castilian wine
is to be found at the
end of our hunt that
explores the many
secrets of Madrid’s
sometime dark and
mysterious past. Eve-
ry month for 12
months we publish a
clue or a challenge
for those daring
readers who wish to
discover the hidden
side of Madrid.

Jan-Feb Challenge
Identify the spire that sits at the end
of this famous Madrid Street.  Take a
selfie underneath together with the
answer and email it to us at:

editor@madridmetropolitan.com

Brought to you by:
Madrid Adventures – team building
events with a Castilian twist.

Welcome to the 11th edition of the Madrid Metropolitan –
the city´s only English language newspaper. This
month we have increased distribution and increased

circulation. For a full list go to:
http://www.madridmetropolitan.com/distribution-points/
to see where you can pick up a free copy.

You can also read articles or download the print edition online. In
this  edition we feature some of the great things happening in town in
January and February in our What´s On section as well as our crystal
ball business section of how the economy will fare in 2018. That and
a lot more to enjoy including our ever expanding directory of English
language services and groups so you can fully enjoy the great city of
Madrid!

Thanks for supporting and we hope you enjoy reading.

The Madrid Metropolitan team
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OFFER:

This 21st century wine estate opens its doors and its world to
our readers to begin a journey of the finest of Castillian wine
making and includes:

● Return luxury coach transfer ( just 1 hour from Madrid)
● Estate tour and visit in English
● Tasting of 4 wines
● Picoteo of local fayre

Date:  Sat. 24th February
Leaving from Plaza España at
11.00.

Cost 75 EUR per person - Max group size 16
For more information and to book mail:
info@madridadventures.com
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Mariano Fortuny is
considered one of
the great maestros

of 19th century Spanish paint-
ing and the exhibition high-
lights some of his great works
as well as objects that inspired
him.

The 9th Madrid
Gastrofestival
is a must for

any foodie – featuring
some 450 establish-
ments offering some
of the finest fayre in
town. The 2018 focus is
on Madrid´s markets
with a host of delicious
tastings of tapas all
washed down with some

of the best wines around. In
addition there are talks

and presentations
covering the enor-

mous variety and rich-
ness that Madrid can
offer.  As well as an
incredible learning
experience it is also a

hugely enjoyable one.

WHATS ON IN MADRID

Gastrofestival 2018: Jan. 20th - Feb. 4th

The operatic tale
based on the book
of the same name

by Sister Helen Prejean
tells the story of how Sister

Helen attempts to obtain the
absolution and spiritual
peace of the condemned
man

Communicating only by
gestures and a reflection
on a contemporary

family´s lack of communication,

the masked performance centres
on the old man who feels misun-
derstood and who struggles with
fulfilling his desires & ambitions.

Cai Guo-Qiang - The Spirit of Painting:
Prado Museum until March 04th

Solitudes - Jan. 31st  - Feb. 25th

The Art of Shoes - Until March 8th

A lthough Spain
has long been
known as a

leading centre of shoe
manufacture it hasn’t
been associated with
creativity and design
in a way that Italian and
English shoemakers
have. The Spanish

Manolo Blahník is a clear excep-
tion and here we have an

exhibition of his creations
that have in themselves

become to considered
works of art. Co-organ-
ised by Vogue magazine
and  Blahnik it consists
of over 200 pairs of

shoes as well as original

Legendary group
Metallica come to
town to present

their latest offering
“Hardwired...To Self-
Destruct” which has al-
ready peaked the charts
and adding more sales to
its already 120 million al-
bums sold.

The Madrid Metropolitan´s selection of the best that can be enjoyed in
the capital this yuletide.

Fortuny – The Exhibition: Prado
Museum until March 18th

Only the second solo
exhibition by a living
artist at the Prado in

its entire history. Chinese art-
ist, Cai Guo-Qiang  is known
worldwide for his use of gun-
powder in his work and here
presents a selection of work
inspired by the Buen Retiro Palace.

Some of the most
recognizable
works from the

father of pop art comes
to Spain with an exhibi-
tion of around 350
works. Including some
of his most iconic crea-
tions “Campbell’s Soup”
cans and of course the
portrait of Marilyn.

Warhol:The Mechanical Art
Feb. 1st – May 6th

Inverfest: Jan. 12th – Feb. 4th

To celebrate The Fun-
dación Real Madrid´ 20th
anniversary they are hold-

ing a gala concert at the Teatro
Real featuring such artists as Plác-
ido Domingo, Niña Pastori and

Los Secretos accompanied by the
Orquesta Clásica Santa Cecilia.
The funds raised will go towards
their programmes for homeless
children.

The Real ( Madrid!) Concert: Feb. 15th

Dead Man Walking: Jan. 26,29,31st

Feb. 3,6 & 9th

www.teatro-real.com/es/temporada-17-18/opera/dead-man-walking

https://www.teatrofernangomez.es/actividades/solitudes

http://www.esmadrid.com/gastrofestival

www.museodelprado.es/actualidad/exposicion/mariano-fortuny-
1838-1874/8216331b-8024-4d46-8a6a-f6ba89095f02

www.mecd.gob.es/mnartesdecorativas/exposiciones/actuales.html

http://agenda.obrasocial.lacaixa.es/-/expo-andy-warhol-el-arte-
mecanico-mad#itinerancias

http://www.inverfest.com

https://metallica.com

Metallica in concert: Feb 3rd, 5th

As its name suggests,
the Inverfest is a
winter festival –

which this year is being held
at the Teatro Circo Price fea-
turing a  wide variety of mu-
sic styles – something for
everyone.

www.museodelprado.es/actualidad/exposicion/cai-guo-qiang-en-el-
prado-el-espiritu-de-la/50bb73ba-0e60-47da-86b9-e86a46df8a3c

www.teatro-real.com/es/temporada-17-18/conciertos-y-
recitales/real-el-concierto
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One of the bad boys of 90s
Britpop pops over to
Madrid to present his

new album "As you were" which
has already topped the UK album
charts.

Liam Gallager Concert: Feb. 23rd

Chinese New Year: Feb. 9th - 28th

http://liamgallagher.com/index.php

This is the third year that
Madrid is officially cele-
brating the Chinese New

Year with a festive programme of
concerts, workshops as well of
course as the iconic Street parades.

This
year
the

concept is
“The future”
and turn this
gathering in-
to “ a space
that allows
us to imagine, produce and pro-
pose a vision of the complexity
that awaits us”.  It brings some

211 galleries
from 29
countries as
well as over
250 other
collectors  as
well as the
15th Forum
of Experts to

debate today´s art scene and
which makes for an extraordinary
artistic event.

ARCO Madrid: Feb. 21st – 25th

The 9th  JustMad
fair celebrating
the emerging art

scene in Spain and this
features three sections:
Brand New, about artistic
innovation; Solo Project ,
concerning solo artists and
Context, establishing a
common dialogue through
the international language of art.

Emerging Art: Feb. 20th  – Feb. 25th

http://justmad.es/

The land of
the rising
sun! The

best of Japan comes
to Madrid with ac-
tivities, concerts,
stands and a host of
games to enjoy and
of course a Karaoke
competition!

Japan Weekend: Feb. 10th - 11th

Spain´s biggest classic car
show is in Madrid featur-
ing a range of classic cars

& motrobikes from the past in-
cluding Aston Martin, Porsche,

Hispano Suiza, Mercedes, Pack-
ard,  BMW, Norton and Royal En-
field. A must for any collector or
admirer of craftsmanship.

Classic Cars: Feb. 23rd - 25th

It may not rival Cadiz but
Madrid´s once dormant
Carnival celebrations be-

come ever more prominent kick-
ing off with the proclamation of
the beginning of the festivities
from the balcony of the Casa de la
Villa and includes fancy dress
competitions, musical events as
well as the Grand Carnival Pa-
rade. Of course for those that
want to celebrate in style the Cir-
culo Bellas Artes are again host-

ing their now legendary Carnival
Ball – tickets now on sale for the
party of the year!  well as the
Grand Carnival Parade.

Tickets can be purchased directly
at:
https://www.circulobellasartes.co
m/espectaculos/carnaval-magico/

For further information on the ac-
tivities that can be enjoyed:

Carnival in Madrid

https://www.madridcultura.es/carnaval

http://japanweekend.com/madrid/

https://2017chino.madrid.es/

http://www.arco.ifema.es/
http://classicautomadrid.com/

A  tough draw for the once
mighty Real Madrid
who face French giants

Paris Saint-Germain. That the
draw falls on Valentine´s night
means a tougher draw for all
those fellas to decide who do they
truly love – the girl or the club.

Athletico face Danish cham-
pions F C Copenhagen who will
battle it out at the new Wanda
Metropolitan stadium.

Champions League: Feb. 14th

UEFA League: Feb. 22nd

www.realmadrid.com

www.atleticodemadrid.com

WHATS ON IN MADRID (cont.)
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Does Madrid work magic on
visitors? Without a doubt. Come
winter or summer, this city en-
gages its guests in effortlessly be-
lieving that what they see is real.
How? Because every single
madrileño is a magician and
their spells envelop Madrid in a
cloak of fascination, attracting
the uninitiated with the force of
collective magnetism. Madrid is a
city that works; Madrid is a city
that invites; Madrid is a city that
welcomes; Madrid leaves an in-
delible feelgood mark.

To think of magic is to bring
to mind charms, rituals,
actions, symbols, incanta-

tions. Visit or spend time living in
Madrid and all these elements will
combine to make it a memorable
experience.  The sense of belong-
ing is bewitching. The welcome ex-
tended to a visitor is entitled and
genuine.

The charms…

A city of bright blue skies and
stunning light, visitors can be for-
given for not managing to visit all
of the tourist attractions their first
time here, opting instead to spend
precious time sitting at local ter-
race bars mesmerized by the whirl
and bustle of locals and guests
sweeping about their business.
There is an allure to madrileños
who are simultaneously provincial
and international; who have creat-
ed a multi-national yet homoge-
nous community in a city that
bursts with common purpose.

Join them in one of the gentrified
markets for pre-lunch appetizers
on a Saturday afternoon and feel
the buzz. Bearing in mind that
lunch isn’t usually served until
14:30h on a weekend (14h on a
weekday), but small tapas are
served with drinks from 11:30h on-
wards, it is those appetizers of
chorizo and Serrano ham that help
distract visitors’ hunger until the
main dish arrives.  Follow their
example and enjoy a dish of cocido
madrileño at any of Madrid’s re-
nowned Spanish dining restau-
rants  with one of the excellent
locally produced table wines.

The rituals…

There are rituals that every visi-
tor and city dweller should follow
in order to fully experience the
charms of this alluring city. Food-
related rituals include eating choc-
olate con churros at San Ginés and
having tapas at a bar in la Cava
Baja. Cultural-related rituals in-
clude visiting the palace, muse-
ums, fountains, plazas and
markets that pepper the city and
fill the guide books. Consumer-re-
lated  rituals include visiting the
luxury boutiques of the chic “gold-
en mile” of designer shops along
Calle Serrano and surrounding
streets in the exclusive Salamanca
area of the capital. Local rituals
include visiting La Pradera and
Las Vistillas parks in the month of
May coinciding with the festival of
San Isidro, going to see a bullfight
at the majestic Las Ventas bullring,
going to free open air classical con-

certs during the summer “veranos
de la villa” season, or taking a tour
of the city lights over the Christ-
mas period to see the buildings lit
up in all their glory.

The actions…
Put some comfortable footwear

on and walk, walk, walk! There is
nothing lovelier, nothing more de-
lightful than to take a stroll
through old town Madrid on a
bright winter’s afternoon winding
up at the curious Egyptian Debod
Temple next to the Parque del
Oeste to watch the sun set over the
Casa de Campo park from the
viewpoint which also captures the
last rays reflected on the royal pal-
ace to the east of the mirador.  In
the summer this city’s charms of-
fer shade and a breeze in the Retiro
Park and nearby botanical gar-
dens, a stone’s throw from the mu-
seum quarter that houses the
Prado, Reina Sofia and Thyssen
–Bornemisza.

The symbols …

Madrid offers many visual sym-
bols to cherish and remember.
From the idiosyncratic statue of
the bear and the madroño tree in
the Puerta de Sol to the spectacular
“4 torres” skyscrapers on Paseo de
Castellana, Madrid covers all
tastes. Apart from stopping off to
see Santiago Bernabeu football
stadium, Real Madrid fans and
tourists alike marvel at the monu-
mental Cibeles Fountain , arguably
one of the most recognizable of
Madrid’s  icons, only one block
from the Puerta de Alcala gate into
the city. Bullfighting fans flock to
the Las Ventas Plaza de Toros, the
most famous bullfighting ring in

the world built in a beautiful Neo-
Mudéjar style. Those visitors and
city dwellers wishing to be capti-
vated by this picturesque city can
do no wrong by taking a ride on the
cable car to see a sweep of Ma-
drid’s spectacular symbols, includ-
ing the Torrespaña  “El Pirulí”
communications tower, the cathe-
dral and the palace.

The incantations …

Ask a madrileño for a saying that
sums up the best of their city and
about half of them would immedi-
ately answer  ¡Hala Madrid!
(“Come on Madrid!” or “Up with
Madrid!”) referring to the com-
memorative hymn written for Real
Madrid football club. Those who
follow Madrid’s other team, Atléti-
co, would probably not be so keen
to use that phrase and instead
would say “del Madrid al Cielo” –
which literally means from Madrid
to Heaven, claiming that there is
no better place on Earth than Ma-
drid.

To say that you have been hypno-
tized by Madrid is to pay a
madrileño their biggest compli-
ment.  Yet there are no conjuring
tricks or illusions; there is no spe-
cial angle or slant to this city. Isn’t
it time you visited and discovered
for yourself that Madrid quite sim-
ply is magical?

By Domique White

The Magic of Madrid

https://englishliteratureclassesmadrid.com/
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On January 17th, BBC World
Questions came to Madrid, where
veteran journalist and presenter
Jonathan Dimbleby chaired a de-
bate at the Circulo Bellas Artes
on aspects of Spanish current af-
fairs. Featured strongly was the
ongoing stand-off in Catalunia as
well the less polemic issue of in-
cluding onions – or not - in the
national dish of Tortilla. The
panelists included Francisco
Martínez from the PP,  Alfred
Bosch, leader of the ERC in Bar-
celona, Begoña Villacís from Cui-
dadanos, and the writer and
commentator Ana Romero.

Mary Hockaday, Control-
ler BBC World Service
English said: “Debate is

at the heart of the BBC World
Service, and we’re bringing BBC
World Questions to Madrid at a
pivotal time in Spanish politics”.
The audience which mainly con-
sisted of expat residents seemed to
have enjoyed the experience.  “ It

was interesting to see how it all
works” said Chris Neil who origi-
nally came from Bristol and now
lives in Madrid. Others were
equally impressed with the format
of wine reception beforehand “
very posh ” said David Muñoz
whose only disappointment was
not having his question chosen for
discussion by the panel “ imagine
that 18 million people would be
listening to me ” wondered David.

The Madrid Metropolitan had
earlier met up with Jonathan Dim-
bleby and the BBC team at their
hotel to ask a few questions. Was
this your first visit? “ No I have
been here several times – the first
in the 70´s and also just after the
attempted coup in 81”. Three ad-
jectives to describe Madrid? “
Magnificent, Easy Going and
Proud” noted Jonathan. Where is
next for the BBC World Questions
team? Katmandu! Bon Voyage
team!

By Olaf Clayton

BBC World Questions comes to Madrid

Jonathan Dimbleby in regal mode

Jonathan Dimbleby warming up the audience

Lets Education team enjoying the BBC Reception

https://englishliteratureclassesmadrid.com/
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Good headline economic figures
don’t mean that the Government’s
work is done.

For the ruling People’s Par-
ty, weighed down by cor-
ruption charges and

battered from all sides for its han-
dling of the Catalan question, the
economy has been one of the few
bright spots.   Rajoy came to power
with it in virtual free-fall.  Things
do look much better now - GDP
has grown at over 3% for the last
three years, unemployment has
fallen by nearly 1.5 million, and the
deficit has been slowly pared back
from around 10% to 3%.

So all good then?  Not really.
Opinion polls show that voters
aren’t convinced by the PP’s narra-
tive of economic competence.
While non-economic issues such
as graft or Catalonia also come into
play, the Government’s problem is
that any feel-good factor is far
from evenly spread.   Many young
Spaniards face a struggle to find
work, and when they do, can prob-
ably expect years of meagre pay
rises.   With high property prices in
many cities, most can’t even imag-
ine the day when they can buy
their own house.

Creating jobs should be the over-
riding priority.   Nine years on, the
economy is now bigger than it was
when the crisis struck, yet unem-
ployment is still far higher.   Rajoy
should start by making it easier for
companies to take on workers.
High national insurance costs, to-
gether with an excess of red tape,
dissuades them from recruiting.
That’s partly why Spain has so

many small companies that don’t
grow into bigger ones, which are
usually more productive and pay
better.  Self-employed business
owners have little incentive to take
on staff.    So unemployment re-
mains higher than it should,
putting downward pressure on
wages which in turn means less
spending, and lower growth.

Politicians of all colours are too
sanguine about the public debt.
During the crisis it ballooned from
35% of GDP to over 100%.   Even
after several years of belt-tighten-
ing, it still stands at 98.7%.   That’s
not a good starting position for the
next downturn.  And one day inter-
est rates will rise, as will the costs
of servicing the debt, diverting
funds away from worthier causes.

There’s relatively little debate
about cutting spending.   No party
seriously questions the costs of
maintaining seventeen regional
parliaments, with the salaries and
pensions of 2.500 regional MPs
and the supporting infrastruc-
tures, often duplicating existing
state departments.

Taking the axe to the regional
Televisions would help.  At their
worst they are a scandalous propa-
ganda tool and a way of giving jobs
to friends; at their best they are
simply a waste of time.    Costing
close to €1bn, most of which is
paid for by taxes, they hardly pro-
duce any content worth watching.
Two of them managed an official
audience share of zero for their
respective New Year Specials.

But it’s much easier to raise tax-
es; hearing Finance Minister

Montoro speak one suspects that
given half a chance he would keep
all of what we earn.  Lottery win-
ners don’t arouse special sympathy
among the general public, but his
decision a couple of years ago to
tax the prizes is illustrative.  The
lottery is already a levy, with the
Government keeping between
30% and 45% of proceeds, and
tickets are bought with post-tax
income.   But now, should you get
lucky, there’s Montoro again with
his hand out to ensure the triple-
whammy.

Worryingly, other parties also
see raising taxes as a cost-free pol-
icy.  The Socialist leader Pedro
Sánchez recently announced a
plan to plug the pension deficit
with a special tax on banks.  No
prizes for guessing who will end up
paying that one.  Podemos criti-
cized Sánchez, not for the idea in
itself but for allegedly stealing
theirs.

So it’s time for politicians to
fight against their natural instincts
to put their hands in our pockets,

and think about what needs to be
done to get more people working
and earning decent money.  That
means helping private sector com-
panies to create jobs and make the
profits that directly or indirectly
not only pay their own employees’
salaries, but also those of our es-
teemed elected representatives.

By Roger Pike

WH Advisers – Market Entry into
Spain.

Subscribe to our regular newslet-
ter on business related Spanish
news via the WH Advisers blog:

http://www.whadvisers.com/
blog/

www.whadvisers.com

BUSINESS

Government’s Work Is Not Done Yet

http://www.whadvisers.com/
http://www.whadvisers.com/blog/
http://www.whadvisers.com/blog/
http://www.whadvisers.com/
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vacuous assertion easily disa-
vowed by anyone with a passing
acquaintance with education, or
indeed with people.

The truth is that personal devel-
opment is overrated. Like every-
thing else, it is an industry
designed to bully us into a state of
permanent dissatisfaction, and
possibly to blank out the unpalata-
ble truth that no matter how much
stretching and running and jump-
ing we do, our bodies will eventu-
ally go into freefall, a process that
accelerates until we reach terminal
velocity. At a certain age, it’s all
about staving off decay, and slow-
ing down the rate of decline. The
same goes for our minds. It may be
true that it’s never too late to learn,
but it is also true that after a cer-
tain point it becomes pointless. I
will never learn another language
because I simply do not have
enough years ahead of me to justi-
fy the effort. No return, on the in-
vestment. I read a lot, but to
entertain myself, not to find an-
swers to the great existential
truths, because there are none.
This much I have learned.

The great and indifferent uni-
verse would probably be a much
better place without all this striv-
ing and striding forth. Infinity will
put a stop to it anyway.  Surely
world records cannot be broken
eternally? Will someone one day
run 100 metres in 3.5 seconds, or
swim the Atlantic non –stop with-
out support craft? Will we eventu-
ally send a manned spacecraft
right into the heart of the sun?
Will England, one bright sunny
new day somehow get beyond the
quarter finals in a World Cup? Ec-
ological meltdown will probably
intervene before we find out. In
the meantime Dear Reader, by all
means amuse yourself by playing
the guitar, learning Arabic, or de-
veloping your own fusion cuisine.
The need to impress our peers
lurks below the surface of  every
human exterior. Just don’t expect
it to get you anywhere. And above
all, have a laugh. We’re not here
long so enjoy it.

In today’s culture of relentless
positivity, the word “growth” is
often bandied about, along with
its slightly posher synonym “de-
velopment.”  Both tend to be
thought of as good things, unless
the growth in question refers to a
proliferation of thick matted back
hair or equally unsightly nasal
protrusions. Actually, in these
days of the ubiquitous shaven pu-
bis, hair is one of the few excep-
tions to the growth is good
mantra. Hair is generally bad,
except on the head, or on the male
face, as a generation of misguided
fools opt for an 1880s American
woodcutter/Taliban crossover to
go with their overpriced shit
milky coffee. Cancerous growths
have obviously never been fash-
ionable.

As a child, I never thought
of “growth” as being a
particularly good thing.

Being small was mostly fun. I quite
liked running around the park all
weekend and pissing about in class
from Monday to Friday. The word
“grown-up” was pretty much a
synonym for “wanker” in pre-punk
1970s Britain for the simple rea-
son that most parents, teachers,
and authority figures were actually
wankers. I suppose I enjoyed the
attention of cooing adults who wit-
tered on at regular intervals about
how much I’d grown but I also
knew that it would have been
weird if I hadn’t grown, and that it
was in any case no particular merit
of mine. These days of course one
grows mainly in girth and in width
and rarely receives compliments
for it.

Economies must always grow.
The electorate demands it. In the
staggeringly dull Brexit conflict,
aside from a bit of obtuse mud-
slinging about racism, most of the
debate has centred on growth. Will
the UK economy grow less, or
more, or even, horror of all hor-
rors, shrink, outside the EU? Polit-
ical structures, representation,
constitutions…boooooring. The
key question, even for left wing
idealists, is will there or will there
not be more dosh?  I’m no econo-
mist but surely this can’t go on
forever. Infinity is a long time. If
economic growth does go on forev-
er, and an infinite number of mon-
keys have eventually typed out the
complete works of Shakespeare an
infinite number of times for an
infinitely diverse cast of infinitely
represented identity groups, sure-
ly we will get to the stage where
everyone on the planet has be-
come a multi-billionaire. Which
begs the question who is going to
do all the work at places like Asda
and Burger King? Who’s going to
serve the crap coffee, and do the
plumbing? I suppose I am under-
estimating the current trend for
neo liberalism to concentrate
more and more wealth in fewer
and fewer hands, so that in all like-

lihood, in the near future, about
20 individuals will be multi kil-
lionaires while the rest of us serv-
ice them by working in yacht and
tiara factories, or in designer
clothing sweatshops. Given the
current state of progressive poli-
tics, this will probably not even be
an issue as long as the 20 chosen
ones represent the full spectrum of
appropriate identity groups. The
inalienable right to shit on or be
shat upon regardless of gender,
ethnicity, or sexual orientation
will lead to a new era of social
peace, and the self-righteous will
simply wither away, just as Marx
foresaw that the state would grad-
ually wither away. Meanwhile,
growth will continue to be insatia-
bly self-defeating as the planet
wobbles and buckles beneath the
weight of human aspiration.

And then there’s personal
growth, or personal development
as it’s usually called, which to my
mind implies that people, like
countries, are in different phases
of development. There are thus
fully developed individuals, proba-
bly yoga teachers, artists, and bil-
lionaire philanthropists who
might be the USAs or Germanys of
personal development, the former
maybe feeling a little bloated by
their own personal progress and
given to the odd panic attack, the
latter quietly and soullessly con-
tented, yet somehow not quite
feeling the love. Behind them the
not really there yet developing in-
dividuals who have signed up for
Pilates classes, and try to take the
occasional self-help book serious-
ly, but who still have the odd Big
Mac, and ultimately prefer Netflix
to Dostoevsky, and Benidorm to
Bangalore. At the bottom of the
pit, are those who Trump might
lovingly describe as “shitholes”,
feckless individuals despised by
left and right alike, the lazy and
the shiftless, who show no signs of
developing anything beyond a
beer gut, and who seem shame-
lessly unaware that they should be
undertaking a voyage of personal
discovery, not just going to the
pub.

We are all persecuted by
progress. It’s no use just staying
alive anymore, which for millennia
has been the core aspiration of the
humanoid. Instead one must be
endlessly moving forward (or on-
wards and upwards), in a shark-
like perpetual motion, harangued
by society’s pathological need for
self-improvement. Middle class
parents increasingly demand that
their children speak several lan-
guages, and have black belts in
karate, and diplomas in piano
playing thus driving an entire gen-
eration, desperate to experience
the joys of the present, into the
warm embrace of addictive gam-
ing, or online porn. Underlying all
this is the ludicrous idea that eve-
ryone is special (in some way), a

ALTERNATIVE VOICE

Let It Grow?
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Does Madrid work magic on
visitors? Without a doubt. Come
winter or summer, this city en-
gages its guests in effortlessly be-
lieving that what they see is real.
How? Because every single
madrileño is a magician and
their spells envelop Madrid in a
cloak of fascination, attracting
the uninitiated with the force of
collective magnetism. Madrid is a
city that works; Madrid is a city
that invites; Madrid is a city that
welcomes; Madrid leaves an in-
delible feelgood mark.

V isit the Plaza de la Villa
just off the Calle Mayor
and you will see a statue of

a Spanish noble.  But who was he
and why this tribute to him?  Well,
in short, he was undoubtedly the
finest Admiral in the Spanish an-
nals of naval history.

According to Spanish sources, he
was never defeated, a remarkable
achievement in a fifty-year long
career.  His personal galley, La
Loba (the She-Wolf), thus called
by her golden figurehead, was
feared by Spanish enemies and re-
garded with hope amongst Span-
ish sailors and allies.

He was credited with perfecting
the convoy system for protecting
the treasure ships bringing back to

Spain the gold and silver from the
New World and tried, unsuccess-
fully, in bringing the English Pri-
vateer, Francis Drake to battle.

Born into a naval family, his first
major naval battle was when he
was only eighteen years old, in
which he took part in the Battle of
Muros Bay on the 25th July 1543
during the Italian War of 1542–
1546.  The battle was between the
French and Spanish fleets, the lat-
ter under the command of his fa-
ther Don Álvaro de Bazán, 1st
Marquis of Viso.  This battle is con-
sidered to be the first big Atlantic
naval battle.

Another major event was The
Battle of Lepanto, a naval engage-
ment which took place on 7th Oc-
tober 1571, in which Don Álavaro
de Bazán led a Spanish squadron
within the Holy League.

The Holy League was a coalition
of European Catholic maritime
states arranged by Pope Pius V to
counter the rapid expansion of the
Ottoman Empire spreading west-
wards.  The fleet was led by Admi-
ral John of Austria (illegitimate
half-brother to Philip II), as agreed
between Philip II of Spain, who
largely financed the League, and
the Venetian Republic who were
the main contributor of ships.

Whilst outnumbered in ships and
manpower, the Holy League fleet
had a mix of heavy galleasses and
galleys and carried greater fire
power in guns and cannons, unlike
the Ottoman fleet which relied
solely on galleys rowed by chained
slaves.  The result was a major de-
feat for the Ottoman Empire.

A later famous Spanish writer,
Don Miguel Cervantes participat-
ed in the Battle of Lepanto fighting
alongside Don Álvaro de Bazán.
During this battle he lost his left
hand and became known as ‘El
Manco de Lepanto’.  Fortunately,
he wrote with his right hand.

Several years later, in 1583, The
Spanish Conquest of the Azores
was held between forces loyal to
the claimant Don Antonio, Prior of
Crato, supported by the French
and English troops, and the Span-
ish and Portuguese forces loyal to
King Philip II of Spain under the
command of Admiral Don Álvaro
de Bazán, during the War of the
Portuguese Succession.

The victory By Don Álvaro result-
ed in the rapid Spanish conquest of
the Azores, facilitating the integra-
tion of the Kingdom of Portugal
and its colonial possessions into
the Spanish Empire.

Don Álvaro, who recognised that
England presented a grave threat
to Spain's empire, became a zeal-
ous advocate of war.  A letter writ-
ten by him to King Philip II, on 9th

August 1583, contains the first def-
inite suggestion of the Spanish Ar-
mada.

Don Álvaro himself was to have
commanded the Armada.  His
plans, schemes and estimates oc-
cupy a conspicuous place in the
documents concerning this ven-
ture.  The hesitating character of
Philip II however and his many
embarrassments, political and fi-
nancial, caused many delays, and
left Don Álvaro unable to act with
effect.

He was at Lisbon without the
means of fitting out his fleet, when
Francis Drake burnt the Spanish
ships at Cádiz during his 1587 ex-
pedition.  The independence of
judgment shown by Don Álvaro
ended by offending the King, and
he was held responsible for the
failures and delays which were the
result of the bad management of
his master.

His death, which occurred on 9th
February 1588 at Lisbon, was said
to have been hastened by the un-
justified reproaches of the King.

The Spanish Armada sailed from
La Coruña in August 1588 and was
commanded by the Duke of Medi-
na Sidonia, a highly respected and
titled member of the nobility but
without any experience whatsoev-
er of the sea.

Had not Don Álvaro lost the faith
and confidence of the King and his
untimely death, the outcome of the
Spanish Armada against the Eng-
lish fleet could have taken an en-
tirely different course.

The statue of Admiral Álvaro de
Bazán, 1st Maquis de Santa Cruz
de Mudela was finally erected in
1891.

The Plaza in which he stands is
itself well worth a visit. Construc-
tion started in 1644 by Juan
Gómez de Mora, the Architect of
the Plaza Mayor, and represents
some of the finest building of the
Baroque period and its style.

The largest building was at one
time the Ayuntamiento (Town
Hall) of Madrid and the square
thankfully remains unspoilt by
tourist shops, bars and restau-
rants.

By Barry Haslam-Walker
FRICS

Why Álvaro De Bazán?
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The Japanese are the masters of
delicacy and are capable of trans-
forming any crammed space into
a sleek corner or even able to add
a harmonious atmosphere to a ti-
ny room.

The singular exhibit at La
Galería Elvira González is
a shining example of succ-

Inness and will be recalled for
many years to come. When we
made the scene at the posh snow-
white gallery a desperate search
for the paintings turned out to be
fruitless. Were we being sent on a
wild goose chase?

After patiently combing the
walls everywhere, we caught sight
of a flower at the top corner of the
enormous room. Some questions
invaded our minds. Were the pet-
als stuck in the wall or growing out
of it? Could they have been sculp-
tured?

Yoshiro Suda graduated cum
laude from from Tama University
in the early Nineties. From the
very outset he had a penchant for

experimenting with Innumerable
forms of art and stumbled upon
Conception painting geared main-
ly to assisting artists in the promo-
tion and development of their
creations commonplace at that
time when it was considered to be
aesthetic or decorative. His works
create harmony and a balance in
nature. He rightfully uses his pecu-
liar sculptural technics blending
them luminously with the tradi-
tional methods. With this in view
he attains the contemporary artis-
tic concept of embodying diurnal
life into art.He successfully man-
ages to convey the message across
via merely seven.

Messages:A soft-spoken white-
haired oriental comes to greet us.
We introduce ourselves and after
the usual formalities I put some
questions to him.

“Where does you inspiration
come from?”

In impeccable English he ex-
plains that he mainly draws inspi-

ration from Buddhist figures,
architecture and decoration.

“How long do you to take to
complete a work of art?”

He remarks that he takes about
a month.

“What material do you use in
your work?”

He studies one of his creations
carefully and responds with a
smile.

“Pigments, cow hide, rose wood
and rabbits‘ tails.”

“Does your art have something
to do with Ikebana?”

Yoshihiro explains that he is not
really into the five hundred year
old art that calls for a lot of disci-
pline harmonizing nature and hu-
manity. Nevertheless he admits
having a fondness for it.

Does he tend to work the whole
day?

Yoshihiro points out that he has
a tendency of taking short breaks .
In between the long laborious day.

His works spell perfection with a
capital P and chiefly tends to be
precise akin to an infallible Swiss
clock. Like his miniature creations
he is a man of a few words.

“I think art can change our per-
spective and ways of thinking. It
encourages us to see things that we
might otherwise miss.”

Yoshihiro Suda is indeed
touched by the hand of a divine.

SHOWCASING AT:
GALERIA ELVIRA GONZALEZ,
C/HERMANOS ALVAREZ
QUINTERO 1,

SUBWAY: ALONSO MARTINEZ
(LINE I OR 5)

FROM 10.30 TO 7 .30 P.M. MON
TO FRI. STATURDAY. FROM
10.30 TO 2

By KRIS CHRISTOPHER
CHRISTIAN @COPYRIGHT
2017

The Art Of Yoshihiro Suda : A Man Touched By The Hand Of A Divine

CULTURE



Put A  Spring Into Your Step - By Jemima Butler

Butler’s Catering
Whatever your event, you’ll want
the personal touch.
A mother and daughter business
that for 40 years has been deliv-

ering the best in Madrid and
London

www.butlerscatering.net
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The winter continues, and as I
normally write you something
seasonal, I ask myself if ´season-
al´ could be really just something
we enjoy eating throughout the
year, not necessarily grown in the
season in question.

Fortunately or unfortunate-
ly, depending on how you
see it, with the abundance

of all foods at all times of the year
in our modern world we eat terri-
bly unseasonably. We now know
that this causes all sorts of distur-
bances; to climate change through
growing produce out of season,
using more water than needed or

the footprint it causes if it is flown
in from afar…or just waste in vast
quantities through greed and the
increasingly on-demand style of
living that modern supply chains
encourage.

Living in Spain, however, we are
lucky enough to have enough sun
and land to have all sorts of fruits
and vegetables throughout the
year.  But there is also a fantastic
preserving and canning industry
that is unparalleled elsewhere,
where the cans and jars you can
buy are of top quality. In fact, this
is becoming quite a trend with
bars opening up in its centres of-

Recipe: Pickled Cauliflower
Ingredients

1 teaspoon coriander seeds
1 teaspoon mustard seeds
1/2 teaspoon cumin seeds
500 mls cider vinegar
5 garlic cloves, peeled and lightly squeezed with the back of a knife
Three 1/4-inch thick slices peeled fresh ginger
One half spanish sweet onion, peeled and sliced
2 tablespoons white sugar
2 tablespoons salt
1 teaspoon black peppercorns
1/2 teaspoon ground turmeric
1/4 teaspoon red chili flakes
One small head cauliflower, cut into small florets
4 carrots, peeled and sliced into lengthwise 4-inch pieces
1 medium red bell pepper, cored & seeded & cut into strips

fering tapas out of a can and just a
hunk of bread to go with it, or even
a packet of crisps…this is sup-
posed to be the ´in thing´ (al-
though unlike the food, it may not
last that long).

The preservation or canning of
foodstuffs started in the early 18th
century with the aim to feed the
armies of Napoleonic wars.  Even
earlier than that, the regular salt-
ing and drying of fish started at
least 500 years ago, as discoveries
were made that drying preserves
kept the nutrients best and for the
longest time possible.  The various
colonial Europeans mainly started
doing this so that the fish would
last the long journeys by ship
while at sea, moving across oceans
to conquer new lands across the
Atlantic. It has now become one of
the most prepared dishes linking
the New World and the Old. It be-
came a traded commodity, and
spread around the Atlantic, be-
coming a traditional ingredient
between Atlantic and Mediterra-
nean countries as well as African,
West Indian and South American
countries.

Even though, allegedly, the
French invented the tin can, the
Spanish preserve all foods beauti-
fully avoiding waste and being able
to eat so many foods typical from
some seasons and eating them all
year round. Tomatoes are the typ-
ical one from the summer, bottled
to be used for ragus, stews and
sauces throughout the winter. All
sorts of seafood is canned for eat-

ing, as well as pulses mostly seen
in jars. Pork products are also
cleverly preserved in pork fat (Lo-
mo de Orza) and served as typical
tapas from La Mancha, and served
throughout the winter and into the
spring.

Something which is particular to
Spanish cuisine are the pickles
that they preserve, whether it be
olives in brine or vinegar or stuffed
with anchovies, Spicy thin green
chillies in vinegar, onions in vine-
gar, all known as
´encurtidos´…pickles.

These are often offered as an
accompaniment with a rather fatty
dish, baby pickled gherkins with a
sort of dried sausage called 'fuet',
or a meaty paté, the green spicy
chili peppers in vinegar served
with the famous Madrilenean Coc-
ido or baby aubergines in pickling
vinegar with juicy large prawns.

I think it can lighten dishes and
add a pep or splash of vitality to
certain dishes which would other-
wise be a bit heavy.

I have chosen one for you to
have a go at, it will liven up even
just a simple roast chicken and
steamed potatoes, or put some on
the table with your traditional
roast meat or fish.

It’ll put a spring into your step!
Or make you feel like spring is only
around the corner…

Enjoy!

Directions:
Add the coriander, mustard and

cumin seeds to a medium sauce-
pan. Toast the seeds over medium
heat, swirling the pan around until
the seeds are fragrant and slightly
browned, about 2 minutes. Add

the vinegar, garlic,
ginger, onion, sugar,
salt, peppercorns,
turmeric, red pep-
per flakes and 1 cup
water to the toasted
spices. Bring to a
boil.

Pack the cauli-
flower, carrots and
bell pepper in a 2

litre bowl. Pour the hot liquid over
the vegetables. Let cool to room
temperature, and then put into
jars, cover and refrigerate for at
least 2 days before tasting. These
pickled vegetables will keep for up
to two weeks in the fridge.
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CLASSIFIED DIRECTORY
Want to publicise your group, service or event?
All listings apart from jobs are totally FREE!

info@madridmetropolitan.com

Spanish Irish Business Network has over 1500 Spanish, Irish and interna-
tional members from very diverse backgrounds. We are a dynamic group of
people that promotes business & cultural links between Spain and Ireland and
we host regular events in Madrid. www.sibn.es or admin@sibn.es for more info.

Australian Spain Business Association ((ASBA) en Madrid.
www.australiaspain.com

American Club of Madrid - www.americanclubofmadrid.com

British Chamber of Commerce - madrid@britchamber.com

Spain – South Africa Chamber -
ajvdmescht@gmail.com

EuroCitizens is a new association
formed by a group of UK citizens living,
working and studying in Spain. We are
greatly concerned about our future here
and that of Spanish citizens living in the
UK. Twitter @EuroCitizens99
eurocitizens2016@gmail.com www.facebook.com/EuroCitizens

American Women´s Club of Madrid
Open to English-speaking women of all nationalities. For more information,
contact awcclubhouse@gmail.com
www.awcmadrid.com Facebook: American Women's Club of Madrid

Madrid Harps GAA
Training every Wed. at 19:45pm and Sat at 14:45pm for both men and women.
Paseo del Polideportivo, 3 28032 Madrid. Everyone is more than welcome.

St George's Guild international Group
With guest speakers and lively discussions the 1st Tuesday of each month from
October to June. All nationalities and denominations are welcome.  C/ Núñez de
Balboa, 43. Information: jennyeffer@hotmail.com

Madrid Coed Sports: Football + Beer + New Friends = Madrid's coolest new
sports league. Beer, Drink, and Food specials at every game!
www.facebook.com/MadridCoedSports | WhatsApp: +1-201-452-8893

Tandem at Far Home Atocha We know that there are many exchanges in
Madrid, but we propose a unique experience, with two opportunities in one
place. On the one hand we offer you a free language exchange, in which you
can practice your Spanish or English with natives, with offers for drinks and
tapas. But we also have a special offer to attend classes with a teacher,
within the same event. For only 10 euros you can have an hour of class with a
native Spanish or English teacher, in a small group.

You can speak languages, meet new people and learn cheaply every week.
Free drink with each class. Special student deal;E7.50 for an English class and a
drink.  Whatsapp 638650252 c.reddin11@gmail.com.

English Library & Book Club run by the St. George’s Guild - Annual
subscriptions for unlimited use: 15€. Open Wed. & Sun mornings & 2 Tuesdays
a month. C/ Núñez de Balboa, 43. Information: Callie 619288942

Madrid International Choir - madridintcommunitychoir@gmail.com

English Conversation Club
Don’t let your English get rusty! Enjoy some English conversation with native
speakers. Small groups, all levels, different areas of Madrid. Info: 690937115

Madrid Hash House Harriers  - the drinking club with a
running problem. https://www.facebook.com/MadridH3/

Morning/Evening English Conversation Club
Talk in a relaxed atmosphere over a cup of tea or coffee near
Pza de España. Information: jennyeffer@hotmail.com

Club de Conversation en Français
Le Pion Magique (Palacio de Hielo) Tous les mardi et jeudi matins, à partir de
10h. Pour reprendre une langue un peu oubliée ou pratiquer en vue d’un projet
professionnel, venez nous rejoindre autour d’un café! Information: 663 374 184

Socratic Dialogue
Do you crave long form, meaningful discussions? This group is for anyone who
wants to discuss important questions in a friendly atmosphere. We follow the
Socratic method to come to rational conclusions on challenging topics.
https://www.meetup.com/Socratic-Dialogue-Madrid/

Horse riding  San Sebastian de los Reyes The Escuela de Equitación San
Jorge is a family business, dedicated to teaching horse riding at all levels & ages,
from beginner to competition level, supervised by qualified instructors.
Contact: eesanjorge@gmail.com , www.escueladeequitacionsanjorge.com/en/

Conservatives Abroad Madrid
Launched in 2009. We meet at Gran Meliá Fénix bar, Plaza Margaret Thatcher,
Calle de Hermosilla 2 at 8pm on the first Thursday of every month.
www.conservatives-madrid.com

 Madrid Cricket Club – www.cricketinmadrid.com

F.C. Británico de Madrid The number one English speaking football club in
Madrid. Established since 1972. www.fcbritanico.org | u2us@fcbritanico.org | T:
630 680 820 |Facebook.com/fcbritanico | Twitter.com/fcbritanico

Anglican - www.stgeorgesmadrid.org
International - www.icmadrid.com / Catholic - www.ourladyofmercy.info

English-speaking pho-
tographer & portraits:

Piano lessons with
English piano teacher.
Fun and friendly ap-
proach. 15 years experi-
ence teaching students of
all ages (children and
adults). Preparation for
practical / theory exams,
or playing for fun! Teaching in your house, flexible hours and very reasonable
rates. References available. Contact Emily on Whatsapp +447903898230 or
call on 645936501

Mercedes Fuster:  Accounting and tax services. Self-employerd workers and
small companies. On-line or in-company services. www.asesoriaadomicilio.es

Currency UK LTD Helping expats and businesses get the best currency ex-
change rates to/from Spain. FCA regulated. English (+other) language(s)
www.currencyuk.co.uk

Andrew MacDonald Construction With over 30 years’ experience in the
building and construction industry, I guarantee an estimate for your works and
complete them in a quick and professional manner. Tel/WhatsApp: 617566936 |
andymacdonald12@yahoo.com

Corinne Kowal Interiors Maximizing your real estate investment and taking
your property to the next level. Renovation project management – Interior De-
sign. orinne@corinnekowal.com - T: +34 608 359 733

Sworn Translations and Court Interpreting.  Adrian Woods
adrianpwoods@gmail.com

Cryptocurrency online business opportunity to learn and trade with the
fastest growing Cryptocurrency at present Onecoin. Please visit my website for
more information. www.reseolve.com

Qualified Spanish to English translator: philandines@gmail.com

Having difficulties finding correct fitting lingerie in Madrid?  We’re a
specialist lingerie and bra-fitting store, stocking sizes up to a K cup. Lottie
Lencería. info@lottie.es | 656 344 838 | www.lottie.es |C/ Francisco de Rojas 9,
2-Izq, Oficina 6, 28010 Madrid.

TARTESIA is a fine fashion Spanish jewellery brand, offering beautiful con-
temporary jewellery with unique stories crafted by artisans. www.tartesia.com |
sales@tartesia.com | 626114429

www.piers.es  Red hot graphic design and branding.

Sterling silver  jewellery  for sale. Prices from 28€. Various  collection of
earrings, necklaces, bracelets and rings. Call or WhatsApp for more information.
Nikki  722465591

Get your driving license in English with Driving School LARA. Intensive
courses. Special offers. More than 30 centers in Madrid. autoescuelalara.com
619 273 967

Trademark, patent & designs registration, strategic IP legal planning,
contract drafting. Giovanna Girardi - giovanna@gpgirardi.com

Digital Marketing. National and international digital marketing strategies for
small, medium and large companies. Digital strategies, website monitization,
SEO, Google Adwords, Yahoo/Bing Advertising, Google Analytics, Social Media,
Facebook Advertising, Twitter Advertising and more.  Sinead O’Donovan—
s_odonovan@yahoo.com

ML Design Interior and architectural design. Space planning and detailing,
colour consultation, furniture selection, art selection. Project management, ma-
terials, lighting, joinery, fabrics, styling. www.mldesign.me |
maria@mldesign.me |T: 696499952

Nicole Angela Travel & Taste demystifies Spanish wine by offering experi-
ences that take you on a journey from grape to glass.
nicoleangelatandt@gmail.com T: 665 975 950

kidsinmadrid.com is the place for Spanish and expat families to discover ev-
erything child-related: theatre, art, music, academies, advice etc.

www.cmscoaching.es  Want to make a radical change? Get a life coach! Do
you want to develop your potential, use your hidden skills and start something
different, but you don't know how to do it? Hire a professional coach and dis-
cover what you can do to make your dream come true.

Baby Running is your source for the best jogging strollers at the best price.
Visit www.babyrunning.es or email us at info@babyrunning.es

BUSINESS & NETWORK GROUPS

SOCIAL & SPORTS GROUPS

CHURCHES

SERVICES
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www.esenciapura.es  Yoga classes in Spanish. Come and practice your Span-
ish while emmersing yourself in harmony and vitality. Excellent teacher with 20
years of experience.  Tel: 656457084

www.espaciococoon.com  Beauty, massage and wellbeing in a realaxing en-
vironment with a personal touch. Tel: 647812202

Learn Yoga in Madrid Come join us for Hatha Yoga classes in English right
near Plaza de España every Tuesday night at 8pm.  Classes suitable for begin-
ners or seasoned yogis. Sign up for classes or get more info:
learnyogainmadrid.weebly.com

Integrated Massage by Cintia Spataro Relax, Renew, Revive. Certified
Massage Therapist. spatarocintia@gmail.com | Tel: 654 436 108 | Metro station
La Latina/Tirso de Molina.

Certified Massage Therapist. I am offering sports massage, deep tissue,
Swedish, and aromatherapy with 100% natural essential oils. Next to Atocha sta-
tion. Adrián García (676065261) massagesgarcia@outlook.es

Learn The Alexander Technique in Torrelodones, Madrid. Call 605 29 79
59 or see www.alexandertechnique.es

Sinews has a team of native professionals (American, British) offering: Psychol-
ogy, Speech-language therapy & Psychiatry. We have ample experience helping
expat adults, couples & children in the international community. www.sinews.es

Spacious village chalet
A large two-storie village
house with spacious
rooms, delightful views of
surrounding countryside,
two car garage and exten-
sive garden area. The stone
property would benefit
from modernisation to
some rooms as well as
swimming pool installa-
tion.  The house is situated
on the outskirts of the vil-
lage of Carabaña which lies on the  historic " Ruta de la Vega" which follows the
River Tajo whose waters ensure stunning countryside, villages, vineyards and
spas. Just 45 minutes drive from Madrid it makes an ideal weekend retreat or
commuter family house. tascadaliwarwick@gmail.com
Price REDUCED 220,000 Euros

Modern and comfortable house in the
beautiful fishing village of Agua Amar-
ga in Almeria. Two minutes from the
beach!

A perfect getaway.

www.agua-amarga.net

Charming Traditional
French House and
Converted Barn in the
Dordogne for rent – sleeps
up to 10.

For more information call
(0034) 699 688 750
Or
visit the website:

http://www.dordogne-
house-rent.com/

www.britishbenevolentfund.org

http://www.samaritansinspain.com

English-speaking therapist,
Chris Neill (Bsc).
chrisneill@counsellingtherapistmadrid.com
Tel: 600636785

British Cemetery of Madrid  Another opportunity to join David Butler on
one of his acclaimed guided visits to the British Cemetery in Carabanchel. He
will be giving details of the history of the cemetery, and will also tell the stories
of some of those who rest there.  Visits are free of charge, although donations are
most welcome.   David at: butler_d_j@yahoo.es
www.britishcemeterymadrid.com

MADRIDBABEL LANGUAGE EXCHANGE EVERY WEDNESDAY 20:30 to
0:30 & EVERY SUNDAY 19:00 to 0:00 at La Excéntrica (Calle de Las Fuentes 10
- Metro Ópera). www.madridbabel.weebly.com

InterNations Discover the largest Expat Community worldwide! Connect with
other expats in your city and join exciting events &
groups! www.internations.org

Madrid Metropolitan is looking for interns with an interest in writing, research
and marketing. info@madridmetropolitan.com

Inglés International. Looking for CELTA qualified TEFL teachers with 2
years' min experience: info@ingles-internacional.com

ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSES
Improve English with a professional Consultant and
Project Manager with over 30 years’ experience in the
Spanish and International commercial markets.

● Improve conversational English
● Improve grammar and sentence structure
● Improve vocabulary
● Provide confidence in reading, speaking

and writing
● Discuss current affairs and related activity
● Prepare for conference calls and meetings
● Draft formal letter writing

Private and group classes

Please contact Barry Haslam-Walker FRICS
novopro@gmail.com or mob: 608 712 748

CLASSIFIED DIRECTORY

Property

CLASES DE INGLÉS

Chris Neill (BSc)

Offering affordable legal help Divorce from 99 euro! 9% of compensation
for flights cancellation or delays, traffic accidents or mortgages expenses!
www.legil.es.  658535443  jorge.gil@icam.es

SprintFormacion.com We offer Gestoría (taxes & accounting) especially for
start-ups/small business owners, in English in Madrid.   (+34) 695 190 591

Graphic Design Consulting: Logo Design, Brochures, Flyers, leaflets, Busi-
ness cards, Advertising, Banners, Wedding Stationery, Event Invites,Window
graphics, Marketing Media and much more. Reasonable Rates and package
deals. olivia@weelibbydesign.com

Digital marketing expert with over 12 years of experience. She builds, and
successfully drives traffic to commercially effective websites.
www.theflyingcarpetblog.com.

International Book & Cultural Exchange: There is a place in San Se-
bastián de Los Reyes where people of different nationalities meet up to ex-
change paperbacks, borrow books and dvds.  Why not come along with a friend
and enjoy a bit of conversation in a nice, easy, relaxed atmosphere?  Special
events are held throughout the year …walks, outings to the theatre and exhibi-
tions and maybe the odd little party for special occasions!  Meeting point: the
first floor at La Universidad Popular Av.  Baunatal 18 in San Sebastián De Los
Reyes (Metro Baunatal) every Wednesday from 18h until 20h
sedow@gmail.com http://asedow.blogspot.com.es/

Cute  little gift shop in the lively Malasaña neighbour-
hood. Unique  selection of greeting cards, wrapping pa-
pers, stationery, gifts for friends and for the home, jewel-
lery and even a special corner for the little ones.  Plaza San Ilde
fonso 3 Metro Tribunal. Ph: 915231061  info@nest-boutique.com   www.nest-
boutique.com

Jobs

Barry Haslam-Walker
FRICS

Yoga & Wellbeing

To Rent

Help

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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TEFL jobs, news, events and resources - Join our group TEFL Teachers in
Madrid www.facebook.com/groups/530227600471259

Stop speaking Spanglish! - Get the Common Mistakes in English Made by
Spanish Speakers BOOK for yourself, your academy or student. -
http://amzn.eu/fbtY9f0

goprofe.com is a website that makes it easy for students and language teach-
ers to get in touch for in-person or online classes.

Get an accredited TEFL certificate and start working as an English
teacher - jobs 100% guaranteed
TtMADRID offers an accredited four-week TEFL course that prepares you fully
to step into the classroom. Whether you're looking to work with kids, in an acad-
emy or with multinational businesses, TtMADRID will give you all the tools you
need to teach English at any level all over the world. Sign up for our spring and
summer courses now at www.ttmadrid.com

ELITE ENGLISH - Professional preparation for professionals.Business Eng-
lish to improve presentations, prepare for interviews, translations, etc. Informa-
tion and quotes: 690937115

Business English Classes (Face-to-face and Telephone), Translations from
Spanish to English, Composer. (https://soundcloud.com/user-340590396) Phil
Fisher - 676 789 871 | ph il_ines@hotmail.com

Private English classes in the centre of Madrid (Metros Banco de
España/Chueca).  I'm a native speaker and Cambridge qualified.  Whatsapp or
phone 633561898 James. www.englishteacheronline.es

Qualified TEFL English teacher with experience. I will be starting classes
for groups on Saturdays beginning in February for students of any level. Prices
are reasonable for groups of 4 to 6 pupils. Please contact me on 629606993 or
by email donaldsebastian01@gmail.com

Conversational English classes to anyone wishing to improve their knowl-
edge of the language and pronunciation. I adapt my teaching to the level of ex-
perience of the pupil I am TEFL qualified. My rates are 15 euros per hour. Steve.
WhatsApp 672898406

Experienced English Teacher Based in Arguelles. A native speaker with
experience teaching all ages and levels, mornings and evenings.  Ciaran  What-
sapp 638650252/  c.reddin11@gmail.com.'

We promote a new way to practice languages with native teachers in Ma-
drid. Language exchange, conversation groups, activities and events like "book
tasting", cine forum, Paint n Sip, etc.  www.milingual.com

Get your TEFL diploma today! For only €265. Accredited 120 hour courses
available in Madrid.
Next course begins on 4th of March. www.theteflacademy.com/eu/course-
location/madrid

CLASSIFIED DIRECTORY

TEFL

Intercambios
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